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Minute of Meeting held in the 
Council Offices, Stornoway, 
on Tuesday 2 November 
2010 at 10.30am   

 
 
PRESENT Mrs Morag Munro (Chairman)  
 Mrs Catriona Stewart (Vice-Chairman) Mr Charlie Nicolson 
 Mr David Blaney Mr Murdo Macleod  
 Mr Archie K Campbell Mr Roddie Mackay 
 Mr Alex A MacDonald Mr Kenneth A Maciver 
 Mrs Annie Macdonald Mr Iain Morrison 
 Mr Norman M Macleod Mrs Agnes Rennie 
 Mr Donald I Nicholson Rev David Campbell 
 Mr Angus Campbell Rev Andrew Coghill 
 Mr Angus McCormack   

   
APOLOGIES Mrs Mary Bell  
 
 
  DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 
Declaration of 
Interest 
 

1 There were no declarations of interest. 

  EDUCATION PROVISION 
 

Review of 
Education 
Provision at 
Balallan School, 
Isle of Lewis 
 

2 With reference to Item 7 of the Minute of Meeting of 20 April 2010 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report to allow the Comhairle to 
consider the responses to the Consultation Exercise carried out in relation to the 
proposed discontinuation of education provision at Balallan Primary School.   
 
The Report outlined the procedure followed in terms of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and the Consultation Report which had been published on the 
Comhairle’s website was appended to the Report.  Appended to the Consultation 
Report was the proposal document which had been prepared for the consultation, a 
note of the public meeting which had been held on 2 June 2010, an initial Equality and 
Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIE Report and written responses received. 
 

  The Report indicated that an advert had been placed in local newspapers on 13 May 
2010 and that the consultation had run thereafter for a period of 34 school days until 
30 June 2010.  It was stated in the Report that Balallan School had been designated 
as a very remote rural school.  In terms of Section 12 of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 the Comhairle was therefore required to give special regard to: 
 

  • any viable alternative to the closure proposal; 
• the likely effect on the local community in consequence of the proposal (if 

implemented; and 
• the likely effect caused by any different travelling arrangements that may be 

required in consequence of the proposal (if implemented). 
 

  The Report further clarified that the Consultation Report included the Comhairle’s 
response to issues raised during the consultation period including a response to 
identified inaccuracies in the consultation information and to the points raised by 
HMIE as well as the points raised at the public meeting and in written representations. 
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EDUCATION AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES COMMITTEE 



EDUCATION AND CHILDREN’S SERVICES COMMITTEE:  2 NOVEMBER 2010 

 484 

  Mrs Morag Munro seconded by Mrs Catriona Stewart moved that: 
 
(1) the education provision at Balallan Primary School be discontinued with 

effect from 29 June 2012; 
 
(2) the pupils of Balallan Primary School continue their education at Sgoil nan 

Loch from 16 August 2012; and 
 
(3) the catchment area of Sgoil nan Loch be extended to include the current 

catchment area of Balallan Primary School. 
 

  Mrs Annie Macdonald seconded by Mr Alex MacDonald moved as an amendment the 
direct negative of the motion – that the Comhairle did not proceed to close Balallan 
Primary School. 
 

  On the matter being put to the vote the motion received the majority of the votes 
cast and became the recommendation of the Committee as follows:   
 
Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and 
Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the 
Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 2 
June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report 
and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that: 
 
(1) the education provision at Balallan Primary School be discontinued 

with effect from 29 June 2012; 
 
(2) the pupils of Balallan Primary School continue their education at Sgoil 

nan Loch from 16 August 2012; and 
 
(3) the catchment area of Sgoil nan Loch be extended to include the 

current catchment area of Balallan Primary School. 
 

Review of 
Education 
Provision at 
Bragar School, 
Isle of Lewis 

3 With reference to Item 7 of the Minute of Meeting of 20 April 2010 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report to allow the Comhairle to 
consider the responses to the Consultation Exercise carried out in relation to the 
proposed discontinuation of education provision at Bragar Primary School.   
 

  The Report outlined the procedure followed in terms of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and the Consultation Report which had been published on the 
Comhairle’s website was appended to the Report.  Appended to the Consultation 
Report was the proposal document which had been prepared for the consultation, a 
note of the public meeting which had been held on 2 June 2010, an initial Equality and 
Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIE Report and written responses received. 
 

  The Report indicated that an advert had been placed in local newspapers on 13 May 
2010 and that the consultation had run thereafter for a period of 34 school days until 
30 June 2010.  It was stated in the Report that Bragar School had been designated as 
a very remote rural school.  In terms of Section 12 of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 the Comhairle was therefore required to give special regard to: 
 

  • any viable alternative to the closure proposal; 
• the likely effect on the local community in consequence of the proposal (if 

implemented; and 
• the likely effect caused by any different travelling arrangements that may be 

required in consequence of the proposal (if implemented). 
 

  The Report further clarified that the Consultation Report included the Comhairle’s 
response to issues raised during the consultation period including a response to 
identified inaccuracies in the consultation information and to the points raised by 
HMIE as well as the points raised at the public meeting and in written representations. 
 

  It was clarified at the meeting that the appropriate date for the public meeting was 
10 June 2010 notwithstanding the terms of paragraphs 2.2 and 2.5 of the Report. 
 



EDUCATION AND CHILDREN’S SERVICES COMMITTEE:  2 NOVEMBER 2010 

 485 
 
 

  Mrs Morag Munro seconded by Mrs Catriona Stewart moved that: 
 
(1) the education provision at Bragar Primary School be discontinued with effect 

from 29 June 2012; 
 
(2) the pupils of Bragar Primary School continue their education at Shawbost 

School from 16 August 2012; and 
 
(3) the catchment area of Shawbost School be extended to include the current 

catchment area of Bragar Primary School. 
 

  Mr Iain Morrison seconded by Mrs Agnes Rennie moved as an amendment the direct 
negative of the motion – that the Comhairle did not proceed to close Bragar Primary 
School. 
 

  On the matter being put to the vote the motion received the majority of the votes 
cast and became the recommendation of the Committee as follows:   
 
Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and 
Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the 
Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 10 
June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report 
and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that: 
 
(1) the education provision at Bragar Primary School be discontinued with 

effect from 29 June 2012; 
 
(2) the pupils of Bragar Primary School continue their education at 

Shawbost School from 16 August 2012; and 
 
(3) the catchment area of Shawbost School be extended to include the 

current catchment area of Bragar Primary School. 
 

Review of 
Education 
Provision at 
Carloway School, 
Isle of Lewis 
 

4 With reference to Item 7 of the Minute of Meeting of 20 April 2010 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report to allow the Comhairle to 
consider the responses to the Consultation Exercise carried out in relation to the 
proposed discontinuation of education provision at Carloway Primary School.   
 
The Report outlined the procedure followed in terms of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and the Consultation Report which had been published on the 
Comhairle’s website was appended to the Report.  Appended to the Consultation 
Report was the proposal document which had been prepared for the consultation, a 
note of the public meeting which had been held on 9 June 2010, an initial Equality and 
Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIE Report and written responses received. 
 

  The Report indicated that an advert had been placed in local newspapers on 13 May 
2010 and that the consultation had run thereafter for a period of 34 school days until 
30 June 2010.  It was stated in the Report that Carloway School had been designated 
as a very remote rural school.  In terms of Section 12 of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 the Comhairle was therefore required to give special regard to: 
 

  • any viable alternative to the closure proposal; 
• the likely effect on the local community in consequence of the proposal (if 

implemented; and 
• the likely effect caused by any different travelling arrangements that may be 

required in consequence of the proposal (if implemented). 
 

  The Report further clarified that the Consultation Report included the Comhairle’s 
response to issues raised during the consultation period including a response to 
identified inaccuracies in the consultation information and to the points raised by 
HMIE as well as the points raised at the public meeting and in written representations. 
 

  It was clarified at the meeting that the appropriate date for the public meeting was 
9 June 2010 notwithstanding the terms of paragraphs 2.2 and 2.5 of the Report. 
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  Mrs Morag Munro seconded by Mrs Catriona Stewart moved that: 
 
(1) the education provision at Carloway Primary School be discontinued with 

effect from 29 June 2012; 
 
(2) the pupils of Carloway Primary School continue their education at Shawbost 

School from 16 August 2012; and 
 
(3) the catchment area of Shawbost School be extended to include the current 

catchment area of Carloway Primary School. 
 

  Mr Alex MacDonald seconded by Mrs Annie Macdonald moved as an amendment the 
direct negative of the motion – that the Comhairle did not proceed to close Carloway 
Primary School. 
 

  On the matter being put to the vote the motion received the majority of the votes 
cast and became the recommendation of the Committee as follows:   
 
Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and 
Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the 
Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 9 
June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report 
and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that: 
 
(1) the education provision at Carloway Primary School be discontinued 

with effect from 29 June 2012; 
 
(2) the pupils of Carloway Primary School continue their education at 

Shawbost School from 16 August 2012; and 
 
(3) the catchment area of Shawbost School be extended to include the 

current catchment area of Carloway Primary School. 
 

Review of 
Education 
Provision at Cross 
School, Isle of 
Lewis 
 

5 With reference to Item 12 of the Minute of Meeting of 9 February 2010 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report to allow the Comhairle to 
consider the responses to the Consultation Exercise carried out in relation to the 
proposed discontinuation of education provision at Cross Primary School.   
 
The Report outlined the procedure followed in terms of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and the Consultation Report which had been published on the 
Comhairle’s website was appended to the Report.  Appended to the Consultation 
Report was the proposal document which had been prepared for the consultation, a 
note of the public meeting which had been held on 1 June 2010, an initial Equality and 
Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIE Report and written responses received. 
 

  The Report indicated that an advert had been placed in local newspapers on 13 May 
2010 and that the consultation had run thereafter for a period of 34 school days until 
30 June 2010.  It was stated in the Report that Cross School had been designated as 
a very remote rural school.  In terms of Section 12 of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 the Comhairle was therefore required to give special regard to: 
 

  • any viable alternative to the closure proposal; 
• the likely effect on the local community in consequence of the proposal (if 

implemented; and 
• the likely effect caused by any different travelling arrangements that may be 

required in consequence of the proposal (if implemented). 
 

  The Report further clarified that the Consultation Report included the Comhairle’s 
response to issues raised during the consultation period including a response to 
identified inaccuracies in the consultation information and to the points raised by 
HMIE as well as the points raised at the public meeting and in written representations. 
 

  It was clarified at the meeting that the appropriate date for the public meeting was 
1 June 2010 notwithstanding the terms of paragraphs 2.2 and 2.5 of the Report. 
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  Mrs Morag Munro seconded by Mrs Catriona Stewart moved that: 
 
(1) the education provision at Cross Primary School be discontinued with effect 

from 30 June 2011; 
 
(2) the pupils of Cross Primary School continue their education at Lionel School 

from 18 August 2011; and 
 
(3) the catchment area of Lionel School be extended to include the current 

catchment area of Cross Primary School. 
 

  Mrs Agnes Rennie seconded by Mr Iain Morrison moved as an amendment that Cross 
School be retained. 
 

  On the matter being put to the vote the motion received the majority of the votes 
cast and became the recommendation of the Committee to Comhairle as 
follows:   
 
Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and 
Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the 
Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 1 
June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe 
Report and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to 
recommend that: 
 
(1) the education provision at Cross Primary School be discontinued with 

effect from 30 June 2011; 
 
(2) the pupils of Cross Primary School continue their education at Lionel 

School from 18 August 2011; and 
 
(3) the catchment area of Lionel School be extended to include the current 

catchment area of Cross Primary School. 
 

Review of S1/S2 
Education 
Provision at 
Daliburgh School, 
Isle of South Uist 
 

6 With reference to Item 12 of the Minute of Meeting of 9 February 2010 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report to allow the Comhairle to 
consider the responses to the Consultation Exercise carried out in relation to the 
proposed discontinuation of S1/S2 education provision at Daliburgh School. 
   
The Report outlined the procedure followed in terms of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and the Consultation Report which had been published on the 
Comhairle’s website was appended to the Report.  Appended to the Consultation 
Report was the proposal document which had been prepared for the consultation, a 
note of the public meeting which had been held on 21 June 2010, an initial Equality 
and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIE Report and written responses received. 
 

  The Report indicated that an advert had been placed in local newspapers on 13 May 
2010 and that the consultation had run thereafter for a period of 34 school days until 
30 June 2010.  It was stated in the Report that Daliburgh School had been designated 
as a very remote rural school.  In terms of Section 12 of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 the Comhairle was therefore required to give special regard to: 
 

  • any viable alternative to the closure proposal; 
• the likely effect on the local community in consequence of the proposal (if 

implemented; and 
• the likely effect caused by any different travelling arrangements that may be 

required in consequence of the proposal (if implemented). 
 

  The Report further clarified that the Consultation Report included the Comhairle’s 
response to issues raised during the consultation period including a response to 
identified inaccuracies in the consultation information and to the points raised by 
HMIE as well as the points raised at the public meeting and in written representations. 
 

  It was clarified at the meeting that the appropriate date for the public meeting was 
21 June 2010 notwithstanding the terms of paragraphs 2.2 and 2.5 of the Report. 
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  Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and 
Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the 
Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 21 
June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report 
and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that: 
 
(1) the S1/S2 education provision at Daliburgh School be discontinued 

with effect from 30 June 2011; and 
 
(2) the pupils of S1/S2 Daliburgh School continue their education at Sgoil 

Lionacleit from 18 August 2011. 
 

Review of S1/S2 
Education 
Provision at Lionel 
School, Isle of 
Lewis 
 

7 With reference to Item 7 of the Minute of Meeting of 20 April 2010 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report to allow the Comhairle to 
consider the responses to the Consultation Exercise carried out in relation to the 
proposed discontinuation of S1/S2 education provision at Lionel School.   
 
The Report outlined the procedure followed in terms of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and the Consultation Report which had been published on the 
Comhairle’s website was appended to the Report.  Appended to the Consultation 
Report was the proposal document which had been prepared for the consultation, a 
note of the public meeting which had been held on 15 June 2010, an initial Equality 
and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIE Report and written responses received. 
 

  The Report indicated that an advert had been placed in local newspapers on 13 May 
2010 and that the consultation had run thereafter for a period of 34 school days until 
30 June 2010.  It was stated in the Report that Lionel School had been designated as 
a very remote rural school.  In terms of Section 12 of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 the Comhairle was therefore required to give special regard to: 
 

  • any viable alternative to the closure proposal; 
• the likely effect on the local community in consequence of the proposal (if 

implemented; and 
• the likely effect caused by any different travelling arrangements that may be 

required in consequence of the proposal (if implemented). 
 

  The Report further clarified that the Consultation Report included the Comhairle’s 
response to issues raised during the consultation period including a response to 
identified inaccuracies in the consultation information and to the points raised by 
HMIE as well as the points raised at the public meeting and in written representations. 
 

  It was clarified at the meeting that the appropriate date for the public meeting was 
15 June 2010 notwithstanding the terms of paragraphs 2.2 and 2.5 of the Report. 
 

  Mrs Morag Munro seconded by Mrs Catriona Stewart moved that: 
 
(1) the S1/S2 education provision at Lionel School be discontinued with effect 

from 29 June 2012; and 
 
(2) the pupils of S1/S2 Lionel School continue their education at The Nicolson 

Institute from 16 August 2012. 
 
Mrs Agnes Rennie seconded by Mr Iain Morrison moved as an amendment that 
S1/S2 education provision at Lionel School be retained. 
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  On the matter being put to the vote the motion received the majority of the votes 
cast and became the recommendation of the Committee as follows: 
 
Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and 
Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the 
Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 15 
June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report 
and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that: 
 
(1) the S1/S2 education provision at Lionel School be discontinued with 

effect from 29 June 2012; and 
 
(2) the pupils of S1/S2 Lionel School continue their education at The 

Nicolson Institute from 16 August 2012. 
 

Review of 
Education 
Provision at 
Sandwickhill 
School, Isle of 
Lewis 
 

8 With reference to Item 7 of the Minute of Meeting of 20 April 2010 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report to allow the Comhairle to 
consider the responses to the Consultation Exercise carried out in relation to the 
proposed discontinuation of education provision at Sandwickhill Primary School.   
 
The Report outlined the procedure followed in terms of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and the Consultation Report which had been published on the 
Comhairle’s website was appended to the Report.  Appended to the Consultation 
Report was the proposal document which had been prepared for the consultation, a 
note of the public meeting which had been held on 27 May 2010, an initial Equality 
and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIE Report and written responses received. 
 

  The Report indicated that an advert had been placed in local newspapers on 13 May 
2010 and that the consultation had run thereafter for a period of 34 school days until 
30 June 2010.  It was stated in the Report that Sandwickhill School had been 
designated as a very remote rural school.  In terms of Section 12 of the Schools 
(Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 the Comhairle was therefore required to give 
special regard to: 
 

  • any viable alternative to the closure proposal; 
• the likely effect on the local community in consequence of the proposal (if 

implemented; and 
• the likely effect caused by any different travelling arrangements that may be 

required in consequence of the proposal (if implemented). 
 

  The Report further clarified that the Consultation Report included the Comhairle’s 
response to issues raised during the consultation period including a response to 
identified inaccuracies in the consultation information and to the points raised by 
HMIE as well as the points raised at the public meeting and in written representations. 
 

  It was clarified at the meeting that the appropriate date for the public meeting was 27 
May 2010 notwithstanding the terms of paragraphs 2.2 and 2.5 of the Report. 
 

  Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and 
Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the 
Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 27 
May 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report 
and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that: 
 
(1) the education provision at Sandwickhill Primary School be 

discontinued with effect from 29 June 2012; 
 
(2) the pupils of Sandwickhill Primary School continue their education at 

Stornoway Primary School from 16 August 2012; and  
 
(3) the catchment area of Stornoway Primary School be extended to 

include the current catchment area of Sandwickhill Primary School. 
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Review of 
Education 
Provision at 
Scalpay School, 
Isle of Harris 
 

9 With reference to Item 7 of the Minute of Meeting of 20 April 2010 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report to allow the Comhairle to 
consider the responses to the Consultation Exercise carried out in relation to the 
proposed discontinuation of education provision at Scalpay Primary School.   
 
The Report outlined the procedure followed in terms of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and the Consultation Report which had been published on the 
Comhairle’s website was appended to the Report.  Appended to the Consultation 
Report was the proposal document which had been prepared for the consultation, a 
note of the public meeting which had been held on 1 June 2010, an initial Equality and 
Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIE Report and written responses received. 
 

  The Report indicated that an advert had been placed in local newspapers on 13 May 
2010 and that the consultation had run thereafter for a period of 34 school days until 
30 June 2010.  It was stated in the Report that Scalpay School had been designated 
as a very remote rural school.  In terms of Section 12 of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 the Comhairle was therefore required to give special regard to: 
 

  • any viable alternative to the closure proposal; 
• the likely effect on the local community in consequence of the proposal (if 

implemented; and 
• the likely effect caused by any different travelling arrangements that may be 

required in consequence of the proposal (if implemented). 
 

  The Report further clarified that the Consultation Report included the Comhairle’s 
response to issues raised during the consultation period including a response to 
identified inaccuracies in the consultation information and to the points raised by 
HMIE as well as the points raised at the public meeting and in written representations. 
 

  It was clarified at the meeting that the appropriate date for the public meeting was 
1 June 2010 notwithstanding the terms of paragraphs 2.2 and 2.5 of the Report. 
 

  Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and 
Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the 
Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 1 
June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report 
and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that: 
 
(1) the education provision at Scalpay Primary School be discontinued 

with effect from 29 June 2012; 
 
(2) the pupils of Scalpay Primary School continue their education at Sir E 

Scott School from 16 August 2012; and 
 
(3) the catchment area of Sir E Scott School be extended to include the 

current catchment area of Scalpay Primary School. 
 

Review of S1/S2 
Education 
Provision at 
Shawbost School, 
Isle of Lewis 
 

10 With reference to Item 7 of the Minute of Meeting of 20 April 2010 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report to allow the Comhairle to 
consider the responses to the Consultation Exercise carried out in relation to the 
proposed discontinuation of S1/S2 education provision at Shawbost School.   
 
The Report outlined the procedure followed in terms of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and the Consultation Report which had been published on the 
Comhairle’s website was appended to the Report.  Appended to the Consultation 
Report was the proposal document which had been prepared for the consultation, a 
note of the public meeting which had been held on 14 June 2010, an initial Equality 
and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIE Report and written responses received. 
 

  The Report indicated that an advert had been placed in local newspapers on 13 May 
2010 and that the consultation had run thereafter for a period of 34 school days until 
30 June 2010.  It was stated in the Report that Shawbost School had been designated 
as a very remote rural school.  In terms of Section 12 of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 the Comhairle was therefore required to give special regard to: 
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  • any viable alternative to the closure proposal; 
• the likely effect on the local community in consequence of the proposal (if 

implemented; and 
• the likely effect caused by any different travelling arrangements that may be 

required in consequence of the proposal (if implemented). 
 

  The Report further clarified that the Consultation Report included the Comhairle’s 
response to issues raised during the consultation period including a response to 
identified inaccuracies in the consultation information and to the points raised by 
HMIE as well as the points raised at the public meeting and in written representations. 
 

  It was clarified at the meeting that the appropriate date for the public meeting was 
14 June 2010 notwithstanding the terms of paragraphs 2.2 and 2.5 of the Report. 
 

  Mrs Morag Munro seconded by Mrs Catriona Stewart moved that: 
 
(1) the S1/S2 education provision at Shawbost School be discontinued with effect 

from 29 June 2012; and 
 
(2) the pupils of S1/S2 Shawbost School continue their education at The Nicolson 

Institute from 16 August 2012. 
 
Mr Iain Morrison seconded by Mrs Agnes Rennie moved as an amendment the direct 
negative – that S1/S2 Education Provision at Shawbost School be not discontinued. 
 

  On the matter being put to the vote the motion received the majority of the votes 
cast and became the recommendation of the Committee as follows: 
 
Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and 
Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the 
Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 14 
June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report 
and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that: 
 
(1) the S1/S2 education provision at Shawbost School be discontinued 

with effect from 29 June 2012; and 
 
(2) the pupils of S1/S2 Shawbost School continue their education at The 

Nicolson Institute from 16 August 2012. 
 

Review of 
Education 
Provision at 
Shelibost School, 
Isle of Lewis 
 

11 With reference to Item 7 of the Minute of Meeting of 20 April 2010 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report to allow the Comhairle to 
consider the responses to the Consultation Exercise carried out in relation to the 
proposed discontinuation of education provision at Shelibost Primary School.   
 
The Report outlined the procedure followed in terms of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and the Consultation Report which had been published on the 
Comhairle’s website was appended to the Report.  Appended to the Consultation 
Report was the proposal document which had been prepared for the consultation, a 
note of the public meeting which had been held on 16 June 2010, an initial Equality 
and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIE Report and written responses received. 
 

  The Report indicated that an advert had been placed in local newspapers on 13 May 
2010 and that the consultation had run thereafter for a period of 34 school days until 
30 June 2010.  As the public meeting had not been held until 16 June 2010 the Report 
indicated that the Director of Education and Children’s Services had extended the 
deadline for submission of responses to 7 July 2010.  It was stated in the Report that 
Shelibost School had been designated as a very remote rural school.  In terms of 
Section 12 of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 the Comhairle was 
therefore required to give special regard to: 
 

  • any viable alternative to the closure proposal; 
• the likely effect on the local community in consequence of the proposal (if 

implemented; and 
• the likely effect caused by any different travelling arrangements that may be 

required in consequence of the proposal (if implemented). 
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  The Report further clarified that the Consultation Report included the Comhairle’s 
response to issues raised during the consultation period including a response to 
identified inaccuracies in the consultation information and to the points raised by 
HMIE as well as the points raised at the public meeting and in written representations. 
 

  It was clarified at the meeting that the appropriate date for the public meeting was 
16 June 2010 notwithstanding the terms of paragraphs 2.2 and 2.5 of the Report. 
 
Appendix 2 to the Report detailed an offer from West Harris Trust to transfer net 
income from a turbine estimated in the sum of £6,500 per annum to defray the non 
staff costs of running the school and an indication from the parent council that they 
wished to proceed with this proposal. 
 

  Mrs Morag Munro seconded by Mrs Catriona Stewart moved as follows that: 
 
(1) the education provision at Shelibost Primary School be discontinued with 

effect from 29 June 2012; 
 
(2) the pupils of Shelibost Primary School continue their education at Sir E Scott 

School from 16 August 2012; and 
 
(3) the catchment area of Sir E Scott School be extended to include the current 

catchment area of Shelibost Primary School. 
 

  Mrs Annie Macdonald seconded by the Reverend David Campbell moved as an 
amendment the direct negative - that Shelibost Primary School be not closed. 
 

  On the matter being put to the vote the motion received the majority of the votes 
cast and became the recommendation of the Committee as follows:   
 
Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and 
Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the 
Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 16 
June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report 
and all written responses received as well as correspondence from North Harris 
Trust in relation to a wind turbine, the Committee agreed to recommend that: 
 
(1) the education provision at Shelibost Primary School be discontinued 

with effect from 29 June 2012; 
 
(2) the pupils of Shelibost Primary School continue their education at Sir E 

Scott School from 16 August 2012; and 
 
(3) the catchment area of Sir E Scott School be extended to include the 

current catchment area of Shelibost Primary School. 
 

Review of 
Education 
Provision at 
Stoneybridge 
School, Isle of 
South Uist 
 

12 With reference to Item 9 of the Minute of Meeting of 9 February 2010 the Director of 
Education and Children’s Services submitted a Report to allow the Comhairle to 
consider the responses to the Consultation Exercise carried out in relation to the 
proposed discontinuation of education provision at Stoneybridge Primary School.   
 
The Report outlined the procedure followed in terms of the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010 and the Consultation Report which had been published on the 
Comhairle’s website was appended to the Report.  Appended to the Consultation 
Report was the proposal document which had been prepared for the consultation, a 
note of the public meeting which had been held on 21 June 2010, an initial Equality 
and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIE Report and written responses received. 
 

  The Report indicated that an advert had been placed in local newspapers on 13 May 
2010 and that the consultation had run thereafter for a period of 34 school days until 
30 June 2010.  It was stated in the Report that Stoneybridge School had been 
designated as a very remote rural school.  In terms of Section 12 of the Schools 
(Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010 the Comhairle was therefore required to give 
special regard to: 
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  • any viable alternative to the closure proposal; 
• the likely effect on the local community in consequence of the proposal (if 

implemented; and 
• the likely effect caused by any different travelling arrangements that may be 

required in consequence of the proposal (if implemented). 
 

  The Report further clarified that the Consultation Report included the Comhairle’s 
response to issues raised during the consultation period including a response to 
identified inaccuracies in the consultation information and to the points raised by 
HMIE as well as the points raised at the public meeting and in written representations. 
 

  It was clarified at the meeting that the appropriate date for the public meeting was 21 
June 2010 notwithstanding the terms of paragraphs 2.2 and 2.5 of the Report. 
 

  Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and 
Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the 
Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 21 
June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report 
and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that: 
 
(1) the education provision at Stoneybridge Primary School be 

discontinued with effect from 30 June 2011; 
 
(2) the pupils of Stoneybridge Primary School continue their education at 

Iochdar Primary School from 18 August 2011; and 
 
(3) the catchment area of Iochdar Primary School be extended to include 

the current catchment area of Stoneybridge Primary School. 
 

 


	Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 2 June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that:
	Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 10 June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that:
	Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 9 June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that:
	Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 1 June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that:
	Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 21 June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that:
	On the matter being put to the vote the motion received the majority of the votes cast and became the recommendation of the Committee as follows:
	Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 15 June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that:
	Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 27 May 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that:
	Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 1 June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that:
	Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 14 June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that:
	Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 16 June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report and all written responses received as well as correspondence from North Harris Trust in relation to a wind turbine, the Committee agreed to recommend that:
	Having considered the terms of the Report by the Director of Education and Children’s Services, the Consultation Report and its Appendices being the Proposal Document, a note of the public meeting which had been held on 21 June 2010, an Initial Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment, the HMIe Report and all written responses received, the Committee agreed to recommend that:

